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t h i s  
nsibi l  
I n  t h e  modern theory  ox eauca t  . ~t has o f t e n  been 
s a i d  t h a t  it was t h e  respol f t h e  school  t o  t e a c h  
t h e  *wholem c h i l d .  It has been f e l t  necessa ry  t o  t a k e  i n t o  
acoand t  i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  and e d u c ~ t e  each c h i l d  t o  h i s  
c a p a c i t y .  In educa t ing  t h e  awhole* c h i l d ,  attempts have been 
m a l e  t o  h e l p  him n o t  only prebare  f o r  t h e  a d u l t  world, b u t  
a l s o  make t h e  most of h i s  1 ~t s i t u a t i o n .  In t heo ry ,  each  
a h l l d  i s  t a u g h t  as an ind iv idua l .  In  p r a c t i c e ,  much o f  t h e  
ourr ioulum i n  t h e  school  has  been cen te red  around t h e  na--wag@ 
c h i l d  i n  a middle  class society.  
During the f i rs t  yea r s  of le emphasis has been 
placed on t h e  s k i l l  of reeding.  has been devoted 
t o  t h e  developme I. 
T h i s  emnhasis on r e a d i n g  8s an o p e n i n e  w e d p  to the world of 
knowledpe h ~ s  been besed on the assumption t h a t  c h i l d r e n  have 
a desire t o  undarstarld t h e  w r l t t e n  word. It has been assumed 
that  a h i l d r e n  hnve a s t o r e  o f  person31 experiences t h a t  w i l l  
l and  t o  R m s n l n g f u l  unders tanding o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  they read. 
T h i s  aeeunpt ion  has u s u a l l y  held  true f o r  t h e  c h i l d  
- 
s k i l l  
' schoc 
Nora 
er ont 
1 A l l i ~ o n  Davis, Soci~l-Clqaa - Iqfluancea Unon L e n r n t t  
( C ~ n b r i d p v :  Hnrvmrd Univt3rs:t.y f i ~ s r ,  l a C ; 2 ) ,  QP. Ss-?", 
2 
from t h e  middle cl&ss home. H e  can look u ~ o n  Mck ,  Jane. and 
S a l l y  as P o ~ l e  he a ~ h t  have known and t h e l r  e q r i e  we 
slallar t o  t h e  Ones he might have encountered. 
For t h e  c h i l d  who seldom sees Daddy go o f f  t o  work, 
who has t e n  or twelve b ro the r s  and sisters ins t ead  o f  two, 
who l i v e s  i n  a house q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  ones p i c t u r e d  
i n  t h e  primer, t h e s e  s t o r i e s  must seem l i t t l e  l i k e  whet he 
h a s  experienced.  
These o h i l a r e n  from t h e  low socio-economic a r e a s  have 
r ece ived  t h e  same basic i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h i s  s k i l l  o f  r e a d i n g  
as c h i l d r e n  from middle and upper socio-economic s e c t i o n s  of  
t h e  o i t y ,  They have used t h e  same baaic  t e x t  books and are 
L 
measured by t h e  same measuring devices .  
'IJhat, then, of  t h e i r  achievement i n  t h e  reading s k i l l ?  
Har t h e i r  bacrkpound been an important f a o t o r  i n  their l ea rn -  
Inp? It oen ba assumad t h a t  t h e  ma3ority of  t h e  l ldrem 
w i l l  hare moorad on t h e  lower range an t h e  p e r o e n t l l e  ooale 
i n  resdinpc. The quemtlon l o  whether t h e y  have been able to 
m l n t a i n  t h e l r  ~ s i t l o n  a tha t  male and proceed at an a r m  
rats of m o u t h  t h r o u ~ h o u t  t h e u s  f l r e t  sehool  years  when read- 
1 n ~  ham been t h e  major # k i l l  e m ~ h s 6 i z d .  
HE P R C  
ae pur 
nces  I 
pa60 of thlr 
r tudy  t o  determine whether o r  n o t  f l f t y - S I X  sixth-gx-ade ohlld-  
3 
r e n  from ~ o c ~ ~ - ~ c ~ n o m I c a l l y  underpr lvi ledged and /'?r Spanish- 
speaking  hones have progressed In read ing ,  on t h e  average ,  a t  
a rate c o n s i s t a n t  w i th  w n o r a a l w  expec ta t ion .  
Jmmrtance pi the ~ r o b l e m .  I f  the f i f t y - a i x  c h i l d r e n  
b e i n g  r t u d i e d  have scored at  approximately t h e  same a1 
l e v e l  on t h e  p e r o e n t i l e  s c a l e  at each p a d o  level and t n e r e -  
by show a c o n ~ i s t e n t  growth p a t t e r n ,  It may be an i n d i c s t i m  
that t h e  school  hae m e t  t h e  needs of t heee  ahlldren and the 
~acio-economlo and c u l t u r a l  s t a t u e  of t h e  f a m i l y  ha8 l i t t l e  
bearing on r e a d i n g  achievement, 
However, i f  t h e  reading p e r c e n t i l e  soores  showed an 
e r r a t i a  o r  downward t r end ,  It might be an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h a  
1 has n o t  m e need c h i l d  ren, r schoo these  snd be e 
of t h e  socio-aconomlc ~ n d  c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r l s t l e a  o f  "- 
home, n change i e  required i n  t h e  r e s d i n g  proqam, 
n t h e  
THE LITERATURE 
f i e l d  d u c a t  Ion,  I 
and puycholaqy h a r e  aonrrldered t h e  in f luenoes  of t h e  socia- 
saanomla l e r a l  of t h e  fami ly  on t h e  I n t e l l l g e n c e  and achieve- 
ment of s tuden t r .  A l l l r o n  h v l r  ra id:  
I n  o r d e r  to h e l p  t h e  a h i l d  l e a r n ,  the teacher him- 
self murt d i e c o r e r  t h e  r e fe rence  p o i n t s  from whiah t h e  
a h i l d  a t s r t a .  S p e c i f i a ~ l l y ,  t h e  tenchef  must l e a r n  a 
go& d m 1  nbout the culturnl envlronntent end h i s  c u l -  
t , u r ~ l  mot ivs t ion ,  i f  t h e  t eache r  l~ t o  a i d e  t h e  a h l l d l r  
new l e ~ r n l n p  e f f e a t i r a l y .  T h i ~  necessity for lcnrning 
t h e  basio c u l t u r e  of t he  pupil  is  e spec i a l l y  urgent f o r  
t eachers  who uork with oh i ld  t t he  lower soc i (  
nomic groupa ,l 
ren 0: 
ImPortsnce of the  socio-economio environment was 
r e f e r r ed  t o  by Sargent,  who said: 
H i s  eoclo-economic s t a t u s  limits and def ines  t l  
s o o l a l  con tac t s  a chi ld  w i l l  have, It a f f e c t s  ma! 
aspec t s  of h i s  personal i ty  t h a t  develop through s o c l s i  
I n t e r ac t i on  -- namely, a t t i t u d e s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  values,  
and habits .  Before a ch i ld  i s  born, h i e  eocio-economi~ 
s t a t u s  is  p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  defined by h i s  parents '  posl-  
t i o n  i n  society.* 
Dora Smith held s imi lar  views on t h e  importance of 
t h e  home environment and its influences on learning,  especl- 
a l l y  on l e a rn ing  t o  r e s d :  
1 has One eh l ld  oomes from a ho 3re he a who1 
she l f  of ABook Friends-e can c a l l  h i s  own; where h i s  
mother o r  f a t h e r  rend t o  him r egu l a r l y  as a p a r t  of t h e  
dally r i t u a l  o f  lyoinr t o  bed. Another ch i ld  l i v e s  be- 
t n c ~ n  four h r e  w s l l s .  He h a m  never seen a book In  h ie  
p ~ r c n t s '  han2s. There is none i n  the home, xhen t eq  
C P ~ ~ R  or ~ i x t y  cents are ava i l ab le  they m e  s-nt f o r  a 
cawlc book o r  a movie - ~ e r h ~ o s  f o r  food l +a- 
or c lo th ing ,  
Some ohi ldren  narc A i a a r y  c ~ r d s  s o  e a r l y  rinaG, having  
enjsyed a book, t h e y  d l  a m i n s t  t ek ing  It back, Others 
hRve never sought s book of t k e l r  own vo l i t f on ,  have never 
one throu~bS. Teachers need t o  know which a r e  which. 
' I * - . P J  need t o  ctudy the reading environment s m o u n d l n g  
7 ench chi ld ,#  
2~ Stanfeld S a r p n t ,  S o c i a  P s ~ c h o l o m  ( ~ e w  York: The 
112. 
9 Smith, "esding Progr~ms i n  t h e  ERrly Primary 
Perlo1 mdu the =rnentu School, Forty-elpht 
y e n p h o k  t t , ~  h'ntior~nl 3oclet.y of .~ :wc~ t ion ,  Part 11, 
(Chlcs~o:  l ~ n i v e r c i t y  of C h i c ~ ~ o  Frese, 1~591, p. 225. 
Guy Band, another  au thor  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of elementary 
reading, ha8 not4 
r e s u l t  of horn a t t i t u d e s :  
?d the 
. . - ~  ~ 
1 d i f f  i t  are t h e  
Although it  i s  t r u e  t h a t  no one c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of 
t h e  home seems t o  be c a u s a l l y  r e l e t e d  t o  t h e  achievement 
In reading ,  when i n t e l l i g e n c e  and o t h e r  f a c t o r s  are 
c o n t r o l l e d ,  i t  s tands  t o  reason t b t  t h e  inf luence  of a 
c h i l d B s  home l i f e  sometimes makes a g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  
h i s  achievement i n  reading. ,,. Compare t h e  home i n  
which t h e r e  a r e  no books o r  magazines a t  a l l .  The par- 
e n t s  may n e i t h e r  have t h e  time nor t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  help 
t h e  oh i ld  learn t o  reed, Perhaps because read ing  play8 
no r o l e  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  they  may minimize i t s  impor- 
tance  t o  t h e i r  youngster.1 
Richard H. Buesel l  said:  
Children d l  f f e r  in reading  read iness  f a c t o r s  o r  i n  
r ead ing  a b i l i t i e s  because of he red i ty  and environmental 
f a c t o r s  which tend t o  r e i n f o r c e  one another .  The c h i l d  
who achieves e a r l y  success i n  reading may do so  because 
of s t imula t ing  home background which was f u l l  of sb ry -  
t e l l l n y ,  r h y ~ r ~ - l e a r n i n q ,  picture study , conversa t ion  
e d n ~ t s d  t o  a i l d r e n ,  an2 i n f l  s a f fc  a- 
 in^ ro rd lness  end p r i m '  3ding s 2 
. - F, H, Finch and 
ment of t h e  
- 
tween t h e  E 
:n bel ieved tht  the  r e l a -  
und ar Id the  deve' 
the influenoa OK br ie  J O C ~ O - - ~ I ~ L J P ~ O  6 t r ~ t u e  end pupil adjust- 
went t o  mental a c h i e r e w n t  are oumarized below: 
T h i s  I s  not  t o  sag t h a t  then i s  no r e l ~ t l o n s h l p  
'Guy L. Bond, A d a ~ t l q  t r u c t l a ~  R e ~ d l n ~  &Q 
w v i d u a  m e r e n c e s ,  ( ? : i r ~ n ~ n r ~ ~ l i ~  : 'C?iv~rsLt.y of f-!.nnesota 
Frnps, l~Q8!, D o  G.5. 
*David H. Russe l l ,  %endine i n  t h e  E a r l y  P r l m t w y  
Par lad ,  &&Ug iP a m, we 23, 
between e lements  i n  t h e  environment and mental  n 0 w t h .  
p e r s o n a l i t y  development, o r  e nal adjustm 
Numerous s tud  1es have r e p o r t e  c o r r e l a t i o  
tween socio-economic s t e t u s  a__- 
-.-?se a s p e c t s  
velopment ,I 
!mot101 
d low 
nd thc 
ent. 
J. Crosby an and lave a 
the t h e o r y  1 reen f ami ly  
and t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  l e a t n .  rney nave proposed t h a t  t h e r e  is 
"a tendency f o r  t h e  more p r o l i f i c  f a m i l i e s  t o  possess  c h i l d -  
ren of lower i n t e l l i g e n c e .  2 
A l l i s o n  Davis be l ieved  t h a t  t h e  cjur~udl was ULUG. 
undue 
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taugh 
'oe ou 
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es t  pl 
86 WC
both cu 
lems P ~ Q  t o  ncco f i  t h e  hlnhest educa t iona l  v s l u e s  ' 
11  n m l s t l c  training, s o  a l s o  we have been l e d  by  ec 
l ~ ~ t l c  c u l t u r e  t o  o v e r r a t e  r eed ing  as  a means o f  2c 
ve lan lnn  n c n t e l  processes .  3 e ~ d : n q  is  m d e  t' C 
of t h e  o h i l d B s  mental t r a i n l n ~  i n  t h e  first s 
yaars. Uwon t h i s  basis he I s  u s u a l l y  seFeFa 
one of t h e  c l ~ s s r a o ~ s  o r  t he  s choo l ' s  homorqen~uur 
n a b i l i t y  proups." Z h r o u ~ h  h i s  e ~ r l y  classroom expar- 
icncefi  i n  l e s s n i n g  t o  re+!, and through $he zccomnany- 
 in^ prefitim o r  s t i p a  he meets In t h e  classroom, t h e  
c h i l d ' s  bafi io concent  of his mental adecuacy IE l e a r n e d ,  
n to  
D o a ~  resdlnt;;  ucsarve t h i s  hiph p l a c e  I n  the  first 
IF, H. Flneh and A. J. Hoehn, MFe~~easurlng Syio-Eeo- 
nomio o r  Cu l tu rn1  S t n t u s :  A Comparison o f  E e t k o d s ,  JOUFTIR~ 
of _ s a m  P s s a h o u  
- , 33: 51-67, February, 1951. 
2 
J. Crosby Chapman and D. H. W i g ~ i n s ,  mReln t lon  of 
Family Si7c t o  t h e  I n t e l l l m n c a  of t h e  O f f s n r i n a  and t h e  Saclo-  
economlc S t a t u e  of t h e  Familyn,  -P e d ~ g o g i c ~ l  Se r inn ry ,  ?2: 
b14-412, September, 1925. 
t h r e e  o r  four yea r s  of schooling? My o b o m r a t i m -  '-' 
In te rv iews  i n  n e a r l y  f i v e  hundred c lassrooms d u r i  3 
las t  fou r  years lead me t o  doubt t h a t  r ead ing  he1 z 
young c h i l d  l e a r n  t o  so lve  t h e  bas i c  types  of men,, 
problems. I n  our  schools  r ead ing  c o n s i s t s  c h i e f l y  of 
lggniny; to  recognize  w r i t t e n  symbols, t o  pronounce them, 
and t o  paraphrase  them. These t r a i n i n g s  are c a r r i e d  on 
i n  t h e  classroom day i n  and day o u t ,  yea r  a f t e r  yea r ,  
and r e c e i v e  t h e  g reh teb t  emphasis from t h e  teacher .  y e t ,  
i t  eeems c l e a r  t o  me t h a t  they  s t i m u l a t e  only a ve ry  
narrow renge o f  thought proceems. l  
Regarding t h e  func t ion  of t h e  school, Davis hae ea ld :  
The academic funct ion of t h e  school  is  t o  h e l p  t h e  
c h i l d  l e a r n  how t o  so lve  a wide range o f  mental problems. 
Of how much va lue  is  reed ing  i n  he lp ing  t h e  young c h i l d  
l e a r n  t o  s o l v e  mental problems? In t h e  s i m ~ l e  sto*s 
which he r eads  and paraphrases ,  a l l  t h e  problems except 
t hose  of vocabulary,  word r ecogn i t ion ,  and syn tax  are 
solved f o r  him by  t h e  w r i t e r .  He l e a r n s  a new and l m -  
p o r t a n t  concept  on ly  once i n  a blue moon from h i s  primer; 
even t hen ,  he l e a r n s  it c h i e f l y  by memory and by s imple  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  In  o t h e r  words, t h e r e  is  l i t t l e  chance for 
t h e  c h i l d  t o  lesrn t o  recognize ,  t o  d e f i n e ,  and t o  ana lyze  
problems In any e m l o r s t o r y  o r  empi r i ca l  m y  i n  reading; 
in h i s  nr lmer ,  he s l m ~ l p  l e a r n s  t o  decode someone's 
t h o u ~ h t s   bout R c ~ t ,  OF EI g r a n d ~ o t h e r ,  o r  a c i r c u s ,  o r  
n t r l ~  t o  t h e  country. 
One must recognize ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  tb t  the e-xperiences 
symbolize2 i n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  books u s u a l l y  do n o t  i n t e r e s t  
him. The s t o r i e s  seem f o o l i s h  t o  lower-class  c h i l z r e n  
because fhe e x p e r i e n c ~ s  E??ear u n r e a l ,  the words streup. 
Thus r e ~ d i n e  f a i l s  t o  r i v e  p u p i l s  any p e a t  s k i l l  
i n  e o l v i n ~  prablems (1)  beoause it l i p i t s  i t s  problems 
t o  pu re ly  verb31 ones,  and (2) because its problems are 
f e l t  by t h e  p u p i l  t o  b v e  l l t t l e  l m ~ o r t a n c e  i n  h i s  l i f e  
o u t s l d e  t h e  schoal .  
The bnrio criticism of t h e  s a h o a l l a  great  emmhasla 
upon raodinq,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  t h i s :  3 e ~ d i n g  t anches  too 
l i t t l e  s k i l l  I n  ~ rob lem- ro lv inq  ( e i t h e r  of a rz t t iona l ,  
- 
A l l i r o n  Davlm, pp. m. p. 91. 
empi r i ca l ,  o r  invent ive kind)  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  first p laoe  
it holds i n  t h e  curriculum. Learning t h e  e k i l l  of de- 
coding m i t t e n  communication i s  important,  bu t  n o t  so  
important f o r  t h e  development of mental a b i l i t y  as t h e  
p u p i l ' s  a n a l y s i s  of h i e  own experience,  and h i s  drawing 
of c o r r e c t   inference^ from t h i s  analys1s. l  
The importance of  t h e  reading  program as an i n s t r u -  
ment i n  l e a r n i n g  has thus  been questioned by Davis, An au thor  
who held t h e  o p p o r i t e  view toward t h i s  part of t h e  cu r r i cu -  
lum was Dorothy Bamch. She pointed ou t  t h e  many enJoy- 
mento t h a t  r e s u l t  from reading, Her riewe were e l r i l a r  t o  
those  held by most t eachers  as they introduce c h i l d r e n  t o  the  
world of  books, 
A l l  though t h e  years  books m y  be a source o f  en- 
joyment, of enrichment, of gain In new knowledge, o f  
inoreased i n s i g h t  i n t o  every realm of human l i f e  and 
endeaver, 2 
. 
I n  1954, Kent Rayburn Granzon made a s tudy  of t h e  read- 
l n q  achievement o f  the  s tuden t s  i n  t h e  Denver Publ ic  Sohools. 
A m m ~  h i s  f i n d i n ~ r  as a r e s u l t  of t h i  
1, The underachievers In reading  came from homes o f  
lower eoclo-economia 6 t ~ t u s .  
2, The pe racn tam of parents  who are I n d i f f e r e n t  t o  
r e d i n e  wns hipher  f o r  t h e  underachievers i n  
read in& 
3. The parent6  of underaohierer8 i n  r eed ing  had fewer 
educat ional  ad rnn tams ,  
4. A smal ler  percentnge of t h e  underachievers i n  
reading were l i v i n g  w i t h  both parente;  more 
changes i n  family s t r u c t u r e  took place a t  a 
time when these  pup i l s  were expected t o  l e s r n  
t o  read. 
5 .  The underachievers i n  reading were achieving a t  a 
lower l e v e l  i n  both a r i thmet ic  and language.1 
The s o ~ i o l o g i s t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  hare 
shown an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  e f f e c t  of saclo-eoonomlc f ac to ro  
t h a t  e f f e a t  a d u a ~ t l o n .  The f ac tb r a  t o  be considered In  
o l a a a i f ~ i n g  people i n t o  various class l e v e l s  as described by 
these  a o o i o l o g l ~ t s  aids i n  t h e  understanding of t h e s e  ch i ld -  
r en  nho are labe led  as members of t h e  l o n e r  sacio-economic 
It i s  immrtmt t o  know j u s t  w h a t  con t r i bu t i ng  f a c t o r s  
inf luence  ttlese ~ h i l d r ~ _ - ,  rust how do thev d i f f e r  from c h l l d -  
t h e  c l  
The au thors  i n  smlal ^l-- s l f l c a t l o n  d i f f e r ed  as t o  
whnt cons t i t u t ed  R s o c i a l  l e  Although there was a d ive r -  
e n c e  ( con t r  t h e  I: :tor6, 
t h a w  WRS p n e r ~ l  mveerncsnt ns t o  the presence o r  a a e f i n i t e  
class s t r uc tu r e .  Tha rlawa of seven a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
are preeentsd here. 
l ~ e n t  Raybu omparleon study o f  Under- 
L I C ~ ~ Q V P F R ,  Norm1 . .-. .-~vers ,..-. - ~ e r ~ C h i d ~ b v k 3  i n  Readinan 
(unpublished Doctort s Clseer tn t lon ,  U a l r e r ~ l t y  of Iowa,  1954 
~8 flumn~rIz(Sd In D i s s  t o Abs%reot.lp, Ann Arbor: Vniver- 
n i t y  ? i i c r o f ~ l m s ,  . 1 ,  p. 631. 
The Lynds, i n  Middletown, a t t r i b u t e  social rank t o  the 
chance p l a c e  o f  birth. '  Whether one i s  born on t h e  mrlghta 
o r  MwrongA s i d e  -' "-e  t r a c k s  is - term1n4-- *ac to r  i n  h i e  
social c u l t u r e ,  
rsky a 
\-a* 1 
!lt t h a t  s o c i a l  rank was composed o f  
three factc.,. ,eve1 of occupat ion,  l e v e l  of educa t ion ,  and 
l e v e l  of income. 2 
Kahl d i f f e r e d  from many o t h e r  a u t h o r s  i n  h i s  classifi-  
c a t i o n s  o f  c l a s s e s .  H e  ha8 d iv ided  t h e  s o c i a l  rank  i n t o  f i v e  
t h e  L dle  c: Lass 
lower middle o l a s s ,  working class, and t h e  lower class. H e  
d e f i n e d  the working c l a s s  and the lower class I n  t h i s  manner: 
Working Class. Fac tory  and e i m l l a ~  semi-sk i l l ed  workers, 
These are the p e o ~ l e  who work from day t o  day; they l i v e  
nc?e r l~ ln t~ ly  but on a s m s l l  margin, heve l i t t l e  h o w  of 
r i ~ i n e ,  aim a t  m t t l n g  by, They are t h e  g radua te s  of 
mnmmnr schools ,  w i t h  o f t e n  some h i e h  school  training, 
have 1 
, I n  br 
Lower Clasr, People the l owes t  paid Jobs ,  
work I r r e g u l ~ r l y  (eswc sd t i m e s ) ,  l i v e  i n  
aluma. zhey u a u s l l y  have n o t  Eone beyond sasmer school  
(find of  t an  have n o t  f in l shed  it) , their fami;y l i f e  i s  
u n s t a b l e ,  t h e i r  r e p u t ~ t i o n s  poor,  ~ n d  their v s l u e s  are 
b w e d  on a p s t h y  o r  a n m e s s i o n ,  f o r  t hey  M v ~  no hope. 
he S. and H. M e  Lynd, Llddlbtowq, (New York: Hamour t  
Brace and Company, In.  1929), 9. 23. 
2 Eshref Shevsky and Rol ly  Lewin, Your Nalghbarbod .  
A ~ 0 0 ~  & m l e s ,  (Los Anples: The :'.y-nes 
:.'aun~!ntion, l Q I b Q ) ,  p. 5. 
All ison  Davis expressed himself on what c o n s t i t u t e d  
s o c i a l  rank  when he said: 
S o c i a l  strata a r e  developed and recomized  by t h e  in- 
h a b i t a n t s  upon t h e  basis of types of moral sanc t ions ,  
languape, manners, r i t u a l s ,  eco omic t r a i t s  2nd o t h e r  
d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  symbols of  rank, P 
The views of James Weat on social rank were paraphrased 
e r e :  
* - -  I n  essence,  i b  r b  u - -p res t ige  s ~ r u c t u r e ,  - u r a t i n g  of  
people by people who claim t o  know them i n  terms of  status 
values.  West believed these  values t o  be res idence ,  
t echno lom,  l ineage ,  malt h, morals and manners. People 
who " l i v e  i n  t h e  same way," t h a t  i s  passes  t h e  same 
va lues ,  tend t o  be grouped i n t o  genera l  p r e s t i g e  ~ o s l t i o n s  
and those p o o i t i o  s t o t o m  c o n s t i t u t e  one o r  more ba- 
a l c  class l e v e l s .  9 
These were but  a ff 
found expreesed by d 
roc lo-economla l e v e l .  
t h e  meanings t h a t  could be 
.t hors on what c o n s t i t u t e s  a 
F i f t y - s i x  c h i l d r e n  wno were i n  t h e  s i x t h  p ~ d e  i n
h n l ~ p  a h a o l ,  D e s  Moines, Iowa, during t h e  school Ye* 1959- 
1960 w e r e  aubJecta  f o r  t h i s  study. 
I n  order t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  socio-economic s t a t u s  of  
*.TRmes West , P l s l n v i l l q  U.S. 4. (New York: Columbia 
U n i r e r r i t r  press, 1Q45) ns ~ n r ~ ~ k - s e d  In L10.d Allen COOL 
and 1~1nIne Foreyth Cook, S o c & & ? ~ i c a  P ~ t t e r ~  a- 
att-, ( ~ s c o n d  r d l t l o n  Nt-u ‘.ark: t c  draw-HI11 B m k  J o m p n ~ ,  
I~c .  1Q501, P. 88. 
the  e 
fo r  wt  
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these  ch i ld ren ,  a study was made of t h e i r  homes. The cumu- 
l a t i v e  records kept  b; 1 and wri t t en  r e p o r t s  by t h e  
oh i ld ren  w e r e  used t o  discover (1) the  number of peopl int; 
In t h e  home, (2) a physical d e s c ~ l p t i o n  of t h e  homes--nun~r  
of rooms, mottern o r  not modern, (3) t he  source of family ln- 
come and/or mcupation of t h e  parents,  (4) t h e  6 t s b i l i t y  of 
t h e  homes, and ( 5 )  the  language spoken i n  t h e  home, 
Health recorUs were p a r t  of the  saclo- 
economic background of t he  pup i l s  and as a poss ib le  f a c t o r  
In reading achievement, 
I n  determining ~ o w t h  i n  reading achievement, a 
mean pe rcen t i l e  score was computed at  each of t h e  f i v e  suc- 
c a s s i a  iich scores were avai lable .  These 
ware charted o r  graphed i n  comparison t o  t h e  non t h e  
c l t ~ .  
The dered as a 
pas r ib l a  explanation of read lng accoepllsnment, 
CHAPTER I1 
SCHOOL SITUATION WHERE STUDY WAS MADE 
I. DESCRIPTION OF DUNLAP SCHOOL 
Thie s tudy was made a t  Dunlap Elementary School, 
loca ted  a t  South East Eleventh and BailroaB. Avenue i n  Des 
Molnee, Iowa. The school w a s  constructed dur ing  1951 and 
1952, It opened f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time In t h e  fa l l  of 1952. 
It was a one s t o ry ,  U-shaped building containifig e ighteen  
classrooms, In  add i t ion  t o  t h e  classrooms, t he r e  was a li- 
bra ry ,  auditorium, gyumaslura (which a l s o  served as a c a f e t e r -  
i a ) ,  nurse ' s  o f f i c e  and I so l a t i on  room, p r i nc ipa l '  s o f f i c e ,  
work room, and a u p ~ l y  roams, 
cPwo of  t h e  c lars rooae  were devoted to mspeclalq o r  
mantal ly re tsrded chi ldren ,  
The Dunlap Elementary Sct t a f f  c 
p r i n a l b a l ,  a nuree,  a epeeoh there~is t ,  and serentban o lass -  
mou teacher#. 
Al l  o l a r s a r  had r a ~ ; u l s r l y  scheduled t imes f o r  t h e  
l i b r a r y  end gymnasiu,  
Tha rahoal auditorium was uedl f o r  t e l e r l o l a a  riew- 
lnu ,  a r rsmbl ies ,  f i lms ,  Q u 8 i O  proarams, and meetings o f  t h e  
P, T. A. 
The playpround, d l r a c t l y  nor th  of t h e  school b u i l d l n ~ ,  
joined a baseba l l  dl~mond t h a t  belonged t o  the  c i t y .  
Although t he  a r e a  was very low, and flooded with every heavy 
r a i n ,  i t  d i d  allow ample play a r e a  i n  good weather. P a r t  of 
t h e  school p lay  a r ea  was covered w i t h  blacktop, which pro- 
vided soma pro tec t  ion during inclement weather. 
11. THE SCHOOL DISTBICT 
Phseict& D e s c r ~ ~ t l o n .  The  school d i s t r i c t  w a s  bound- 
ed on t he  west and south by t h e  Des Molnes River,  on t h e  
n o r t h  by t he  G.R.1. & P, r a i l r oad  t racks ,  and on t he  e a s t  by 
South Eas t  Twentieth S t ree t .  
Highways 65 and 69 were a block from t h e  school. 
There were two l a rge  motor f r e i g h t  terminals  within Dunlap 
D l a t r i c t .  I n  ~ d d l t l @ n  t o  t h e  t r acks  of the C.R.I. 8; P, B a l l -  
road which formed the  nor th  boundary of t he  school d i s t r i c t ,  
t h a  tracks of t h e  C.9.  & Q. end t h e  C.C.W. r a 1 l r o a . l ~  i n t e r s ec t -  
ed the m a s .  Y ~ n y  chi ldren  bad t o  cross  one o r  more rai l -  
rand t r ~ c k ~ ;  on t k c l r  way t o  and from school. The Des Falnes 
Rivet- wna one block south of t h e  school building. 
Toward the! eastern edge o f  the  school d l s t r l c t ,  
t h e r e  ware three 1 n r e  p~Ck1ng p lan t s ,  two rendering companies, 
end ~ a v e r ~ l  ehacp n r ~ n c h c s . n  South sf t h e  ~ n c k i n a  n l ~ n t s  nnd 
a ~ ~ t  of t he  school, WRS t h e  c i t y  ~UFD. The odor from thcre 
p l ~ c e s  wns q t l l t e  offensive ~ n d  of ten  s t ronc  e n c u ~ t ?  t o  t't no- 
t i c ~ n b l c  n t  t h e  school. 
R w r e a t l o ~ .  Allen Park, Hawthorne Park, and t h e  base- 
ball diamond adjacent  t o  the school all provitted euperrlsed 
reoreat ion during the m m e r  months. 
Boadoids Settlement House, located at  South East  
Seventh and Scott  S t r ee t s ,  had f o r  manypare been the  gather- 
ing pa in t  fo r  t h e  nelghborh n t o  the Resident 
Director ,  Boac!lelde employed four other recreat ion workere 
who provided a program of handicrafts ,  gymnastics, and s o c i a l  
e r an t s  fo r  both ohildren and adul t s  i n  t he  c o m n l t ~ .  Boad- 
side was a Community C h e s t  Agency and a l l  fee8 charged f o r  the 
events eponsored there were nominal. It a l s o  provided a work- 
dhm, laundry, and shower f a c i l i t i e s .  A branoh of t h e  Public 
library was maintained within Boedside. The librrry was open 
/ 
one day s week, 
Churohafi. Sareral  denominations had ahurches er 
airaions wlthln the  school boundries , The Salvetion A m 7  
pel and played an Important part i n  the 
uaaial, merl~rr~u, and miri tual  l i v e s  of n n y  f a a l l i e s ,  
Other Prota r tan t  group8 a l s o  had ohnrchea o r  houoes that 
ware uaad f o r  eterrlaes. 
One of the  churches whiah probably served as t h e  
l ~ r p r t  influanc t u ra l l  ucioen Latlor 
that  maintained by the  Cathollo Chumh, Guadelmpa Chapel 
oonduatsd many of l t r  servioar i n  Spanish and was t he  faoal 
1 6  
p o i n t  f o r  much of t h e  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  Spanish speak- 
i n g  populat ion i n  t h e  area, 
111. SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND OF THE K P n S  
.&E~&lg. Many of t h e  ch i ld ren  i n  t h i s  neighborhood 
came from homes where crowded l i v i n g  cond i t ions  prevai led.  
Fourteen of t h e  ch i ld ren  i n  t h e  present  study, came from h m e s  
where t e n  o r  more persons were l i v i n g .  The largest of  t h e  
families represented i n  t h e  study, had n ine teen  people l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  home. Tnenty-five p u p i l s  were from homes of  more than 
f i v e  but l e s s  than t e n .  Seventeen were l i v i n g  i n  homes occu- 
pied by f i v e  o r  fewer. The average number l i v i n g  i n  t h e  home, 
based on t h e  information on t h e  cumulative records ,  was 7.44, 
I n  order t o  determine t h e  s i z e  of t h e  houses, w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t s  from f i f t y - f i r e  of t h e  pup i l s  were obtained. It was 
imnosslble t o  ob ta in  a report from one c h i l d .  According t o  
t h e  I n f o m a t i o n  an t h e  f i f t y - f i v e  reportm, t h e  ererage number 
of roome was 3.98. The rAn@ on housing r a n  from two people 
l i v i n ~  i n  f i v e  rooms t o  the  o t h e r  extreme o f  t h i r t e e n  w c u p p  
 in^ a three-room houee. 
Of t h e  f i f t y - f i v e  c h i l d r t n  r e p o r t i n g  on t h e i r  homes, 
t h i r t y - n i n e  o r  70.5 per  a e n t  described t h e i r  holaa as modern, 
Sixteen  reported t h e i r  h a m s  as havlnu no water o r  plumbing, 
Two enid they d i d  not  hnrc e l ~ t r i O i t 7 ,  
F i f t y - e i m t  per oen t  of t h e  c h i l d r t n  repor ted  t h e r t  
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t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  e i t h e r  bwnad o r  were i n  t h e  process  of  buying 
t h e i r  homes. Fortr-two percent  of t h e  families rented  t h e i r  
home e . 
Source pf family income, Twentp f ive  of  :h i ldren  
came from homes where t h e  family income was A i d  To Dependent 
Children. Twenty-seven of  the  parent@ l i s t ed  themselves a8 
l a b o r e r s  on t h e  school records.  This numlxr represented a 
l i t t l e  more than 48 per  cen t  of t h e  t o t a l  pa ren t  prrpulation 
be ing  considered. TWO of t h e  parents  were employed i n  o l e r i -  
cal Jobs. O f  t h e  remaining t h i r t e e n  pa ren t s  o r  guardians,  
t h e  fo l lowing occupations were noted: a mason, a p a i n t e r ,  a 
machine opera to r ,  a aeohanic, a machinis t ,  a landecaper ,  a 
T. V. repairman, a mail c a r r i e r ,  a s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  a t t e n d a n t ,  
a waiter, a ohecker, a  deliveryman, and one r e t i r e d  l abore r .  
This information on t h e  source of the fami ly  Incase was 
obtained from the a u m l n t i r e  record8 and the emergency shee tu  
of  t h e  p u p l l r ,  
While t h e  achool ?m3 no d i r e a t  kuonledge of t h e  amount 
o f  i n a o w  isr eaoh f 'amily ,  t h e  sources of income gave an in-  
d lon t ion  of t h e  saanomio l e v e l  of  the families. Very few of 
t h e  4coupatlons eugmsted ealaP1es tbat would be mom than a 
min imm warn. 
P u  , t a b u .  Seventy-thme p e r  o e n t  of t h e  c h i l -  
dren l i v e d  with  both parents .  F l f teen ,  o r  a l n o s t  27 per c e n t ,  
l i v e d  w i t h  one parent, pandparen ta ,  o r  another  r e l a t i v e  af 
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t h e  family,  mis informat ion was a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  cumulat ive  
r eoorde  k e p t  f o r  each c h i l d ,  
The number of moves o f  t h e  families ind ica t ed  t h a t  
t h i e  group of c h i l d r e n  had been a f a i r l y  stable group. Of 
t h e  f i f t y - s i x  c h i l d r e n  involved I n  t h i s  s tudy ,  t h i r t y - e i g h t  
had a t t ended  Dunlap School s i n c e  Kindergar ten and had l i v e d  
at t h e  eame addres s  s i n c e  s t a r t i n g  school.  Two had moved 
twioe  i n  t h e  same per iod of  s i x  years ,  Three ha8 ~ o v e d  three 
times; one had moved fou r  times; one, f i v e ;  and one had moved 
n i n e  t imes  s i n c e  s t a r t i n g  sohool. 
b n ~ u a a e  ~ ~ o k e a  in the home. From t h e  c u m l a t l v e  rec- 
o r d s  and a knowledge of t h e  families involved i n  the  s tudy ,  
a s u r v e r  o f  t h e  language opoken i n  t h e  homes was made. Seven 
of t h e  f i f t y - e l x  o h i l d r e n  (12 per  c e n t )  were b i - l i ngua l .  Two 
of t h e r e  oaren c h i l d r e n  s ~ o k e  only Sbenish a t  home and t h e  
o t h e r  f i v e  npoke both E h ~ l i s h  and S ~ a n i s h  while home. Fcur 
o t h e r s  c l n l s c d  t o  under8 t m d  o r ~ l  Spanish,  a l though n e i t h e r  
the7  n o r  their p a r e n t s  rpake It. For t h e  remaining o h i l d r e n ,  
Engllrh war t h e  o n l y  l a n w a g a  wi th  whioh t h e y  were familiar, 
Health. Host of t h e  c h i l d r e n  came t o  soh001 anwar- 
Inq; adequate1 J clothed nnd fed.  For t h o s e  who d id  n o t ,  the  
rbhool  maintained a r u ~ p l y  of  a l o t h i n g  Which lrers plven t o  
a h i l d r e n  who npnarrrcd most in n e d  of it. Some of t h e  c h i l d -  
ren wars a l s o  provided w i t h  h o t  lunches  and a morning bottle 
of milk. 
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The expense f o r  those  faad i tems was borne by va r ious  bueiness  
men, f r i e n d s  of f a c u l t y  members, and t h e  school. 
I n  extreme cases ,  t h e  v i s i t i n g  teacher  inves t iga ted  
t h e  f inances  of t h e  family,  and where it appeared t h a t  t h e  
fami ly  inaame was inadequate t o  provide for c lo th ing ,  an 
order  wae  l e f t  wi th  the  family which could be used t o  ob ta in  
c l o t h i n g  a t  t h e  T h r i f t  Shop a t  l l t t l e  o r  no expense t o  t h e  
family. 
The medical neede of t h e  ch i ld ren  w e r e  u s u a l l y  m e t  
by e i t h e r  t h e  county hosp i t a l  o r  the  Health Center, 
b r i n g  1959, many of t h e  c i t y l e  d e n t i s t s  donated t h e i r  
s e r v i c e s  t o  f i x  t h e  t e e t h  of t h e  ch i ld ren  who most needed 
d e n t a l  work. 
In t h e  p a s t ,  it h ~ i e  been t h e  p r a c t i c e  f o r  t h e  d e n t a l  
h y m n l s t  t o  v i s i t  Dunlap once a year f o r  inspection of tee th .  
The o h l l d r e n l s  t e e t h  mre c l e ~ n e d  by the  hypenist  once every 
t h r e e  yamre. B a c ~ u ~ e  of t h e  l a r g e  number of c h i l d r e n  wl th  
d e n t a l  probleme, t h e  h y p n i s t  oleened t h e  t e e t h  of  t h e  Dun- 
l m  o h i l d r e n  dur lnq  both t h  0-1959 8nU t h e  1959-15 
mhool years,  
In  Ootobe 59, seven of t h e  f i f t y - e l x  
o h i l d r e n  wre noted as earlous d e n t a l  problems. The pereats 
of there ch i ld ren  were advlsad t h a t  t he i r  oh i ld ren  needed 
lmmed l a t e  d e n t a l  care. 
Maat ohildrcan i n  the  Dunlap dlrtrlct usad the d e n t a l  
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fac i l i t i e s  of t h e  Health Center,  r a t h e r  than t h e  s e r v i c e s  of 
p r i v a t e  d e n t l e t e .  Many families neglected t h e  t e e t h  of t h e i r  
o h i l d r e n  u n t i l  t h e r e  was pain. With the  l imi ted  number of 
appotntments a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  Health Center,  it WEIS impossible 
t o  provide  s e r v i c e  f o r  a l l  those  who needed d e n t a l  care. 
The c h i l a r e n  were examined by a school physician every  
t h i r d  year. When they were examined i n  s i x t h  grade, e i x  of 
t h e  f i f t y - s i x  c h i l d r e n  involved i n  t h i s  s tudy  were d e f i c i e n t  
i n  n u t r i t i o n a l  areas, Three were s u f f e r i n g  from apparent  s i g h t  
l o s s  and recomendat ion  was m9de f o r  f u r t h e r  eye e x a m i n ~ t l o n ,  
Three of  t h e  ch i ld ren  had h e a r t  murmurs. 
One o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  had a h i s t o r y  of s p i n a l  meningi- 
t i e ,  and one of  h e a r t  surgery. Five of t h e  c h i l d r e n  were 
wearlnE e y e  ~ l a a s e ~ .  
The faallies studied i n  t h e  Dunlap School District 
would eeen t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  lower class 
aooording t o  t h e  d e f i n i t l a n  by b h l .  
People who hare the lowest  paid jobs, work i r r e g u l a r l y  
( e r p e c i e l l y  In bad times), l i v e  In slums. may  u s u a l l y  
have n o t  pone beyond prammar echo01 (and o f t e n  have n o t  
f i n i r h e d  i t ) ,  their f ~ m i l p  l i f e  i s  u n s t a b l e ,  t h e i r  rep- 
u t ~ t l o n s  poor, and t h r l r  r a l u  s based  on apathy o r  acme- 
sa lon ,  for they h ~ ~ e  no hope. P 
Seventy-four per aent of the families studied sa id  
t h n t  t h e  warn ea rne r  waa e r p l a p d  as  an unskilled laborer o r  
t h a t  t h e y  were remelviny: Pub110 Aid. I n  t h e  w e n t  o f  bsd 
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times, t h e s e  unsk i l l ed  workers would probably be among t h e  
f irst t o  become unemployed, Their  occupations a l s o  indica ted  
t h a t  t h a i r  l e v e l  of education was n o t  high, 
A slum was defined as a t h i c k l y  populated a r e a  marked 
by wretched l i v i n g  condit ions.  These people l i v e d  In a 
neighborhood where the ra  was l i t t l e  c i t y  sewage. Almost 30 
per  c e n t  of t h e  f a m i l i e s  l ived  i n  homes t h a t  ware n o t  modarn. 
The presence o f  packing p l a n t s ,  rendering p l a n t s ,  c i t y  dump 
and r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  added t o  t h e  u n d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  area. 
Twenty-seven per c e n t  of the c h i l d r e n  s tudied l i v e d  i n  
homes where e i t h e r  o r  both parents  were no t  present.  
Sixty-eight  pe r  c e n t  of  t h e  families had l i v e d  i n  t h i s  
d i e t r i c t  a minimur of s i x  years  suggesting that they  w e r e  
s a t  l a f  led w i t h  t h e i r  eurroundings. 
PRESENTATION OF' DATA 
An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made i n t o  t h e  t e s t  score8  i n  
reading r ead iness  and r ead ing  obtained by t h e  f i f t y - s i x  1959- 
60 s i x t h  grade c h i l d r e n  a t  Dunlap School, Des Moines. The 
s c o r e s  were f o r  each o f  the success ive  f i v e  grade levels. 
Chapter I11 w i l l  be devoted t o  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  and 
i n t e r p r e t a t  ion of t h e  information gathered from t h e  puplls' 
t e s t  cards. All sco res  are reported In terms of Dea Moines 
c i t y  pez%entlles. 
I. TESTS USED TO MEASURE READING BEADTNESS 
*?D BEADING ACHIEVEMEW 
Flrst mads. F e t r o m l l t a n  R e a d l n ~  Readlnae !in 
Form R , ~  raa u l v m  ln  September, 1954. T+ .ampled the o n l i d m a  
expe r l ances  i n  t ebulary , 
sentences, r e  and information. Eech o, six s u b t e s t s  
mrs i n d l v i d u e l l y  timed, Eaoh s u b t e s t ,  and t h e  total of the 
mix r u b t e r t e ,  ap  a PM t be01 ~f t h e  gen- 
erour t l m i ~ .  There was a break between s u b t e s t s  so t h e t  t he  
o h i l d r a n  would not beoome fa t igued.  The t o t a l  test scars 
Bated 3r tes 
f t h e  
Gertrude H. Hildrs th  and Nel l i e  L. G r l f f i t h s ,  Metro- 
- Reedinerg! Tests, rev ised  ( Younkers-on Hudson: :iorld 
I ~ Q O ~  campm~y, 1o6j . 
znd a re  
3 was 
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r e f l ec t ed  t h e  ch i ld  '8 a b i l i t i e s  i n  s igh t ,  hearing, f inger 
and arm dexte r i ty ,  verbal z tsndings and quan t i t a t i ve  
under~ . tand ing~.  
The t o t a l  f i c a t  1 t h e  r s t a r t i n g  
l e v e l  of ~erformance f o r  t he  ch i ld  i n  t he  academic area8 of 
 school^ 
The mean percen t i l e  score obtained by t he  chi ldren i n  
f irst  grade a t  Dunlap was 26.11. The mean percen t i l e  estab- 
l i shed  f o r  the  c i t y  was 50. This  average score of 50 f o r  t h e  
a l t y  waa reacrhed o r  exceeded a t  Dunlap by only e igh t  chi ldren.  
The most commonly achieved score a t  Dunlap was 10. 
Sixty-one per  cent  of  the  children scored a t  t h e  20th 
pe rcen t i l e  o r  below. 
Table I indicates  t h a t  t h e  highest percen t i l e  score 
obtained a t  Dunlap was 80. The lowest score was 5. Them 
ware f l f ty - four  D r  whc 
The Cal i fornlo  Achievement Test ,  Primary Reading, Form BE.' 
- -
It sampled vooabulary, reading of santenoes and fal lawing 
d i r ea t lone ,  reading of short  stozba, and marking statements 
nooorclinp t o  the lnfor.rrt1on in  each a tow.  It was a t e a t  
des lpnrd  t o  momole readlnp vocabulmrp am3 readlag oomprehen- 
mlon. Thlu test  ram ndmlnlstered in Oetober, 1955. 
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TABLE I 
PmCENTILE SCORE OBTAINED BY FIRST GRADE CBILDREN, 
DUNLAP SCHOOL ON METBOPOLITA! BEADING I 'ESS 
TEST SEX'TEMBER, 1954 DES MOINES CITl B 
P e m e n t i l e  Scoree* Prequency Distribution 
- 
80 2 
70 3 
60 2 
50 1 
40 5 
30 8 
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Reported anp reaorded st dm118 points only,  except a t  
the  f l f t h  m b  ninety-f i f t h  percenti lee ,  
Table I1 shows that  on the California Test admln- 
l a t e r a d  In recond grade, the highest percentile score ob- 
tained a t  Dunlnp war 80,  and the lowest score was 5. Nine- 
teen ahlldran (47.55) were st the 20th percent i le  or lower. 
Third made. In third grade, m f o r n &  hohleve- 
- 
Ta_st, Prlmar~ Refidlw,  Form tae p i  T h l s  was 
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&ministered on October, 1956. 
In third grede, the t e s t  scores for  the e n t i r e  group 
of f i f t y - s i x  ohildren were avai lable .  
The mean percent i le  score on the California Teet 
given i n  third grade was 24.20. This contrasted t o  the  mean 
peruent i le  score o f  50 for the c i t y .  The highest  score ob- 
tained at h n l a p  was 90; the lowest,  5 .  
TABLE I1 
OBTAIl 
THE ( 
GBP 
. - - - - - - 
PERCENTILE SCORES DE CHILDREN, 
DUNLAP SCHOOL ON ;ALIFORNIA ACHIEVEMENT T S T  
OCTOBER, 1955 GES K O I N E S  CITY NORYS 
Pemen t i l e  ScoresB Frequency D l  s tr ibut lon 
Re~orcea ~ n a  r e u u r  U- "t deo l l e  polnr;~ c except nt 
snd . ninety-fifth - parcentllas.  
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Thirty-f ive  of the  f i f t y - s i x  children (62.5%) obtained 
scores  at  or below the 20th percent i le ,  Table I11 shows the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of scores i n  third grade. 
Fourth made. In 00 tober, 1957, when these oh1 
were In fourth grade, they took the Durrell-Sullivan R e a d l n ~  
hiovemggt ma,  Porn A . ~  The h r r e l l - S u l l i v a n  Test sampled 
TABLE I11 
PERCENTILE SCORES OBTAINED BY THIRD GRADE CHILDREN 
DUNLAP SCHOOL ON THE CALIFORNIA ACHIEVEMENT TEST 
OCTOBER, 1956 DES M O I N E S  CITY NORMS 
Percent i le  Scoree* Frequency Dietrlbution 
5 17 W = b  
*Reported and reeorded a t  deol le  Oolnts o ~ i y ,  exoept at the 
f i f t h  and n i n e t p - f i f t h   weroentlles. 
he wor 
- ----. 
In had 
t h e  c h i l d ' s  experiences i n  t h e  areas o f  wor*l meaning BY 
paragraph meaning. T 'd meaning sec t10  75 PC e 
p o i n t s  and the  paragraph meaning sec t ion ,  60. According t o  
Dr. Howard BlencharU, Director ,  Guidance, Educational Research 
and T e s t i n g  f o r  t h e  Dea Foines Public Schools,  the t e ~  
weighted i n  favor o f  the  ch i ld  with t h e  b e t t e r  vocabulary. 
This was t r u e  because of more paesfble  pointrs i n  t h e  vocabu- 
1-y s e c t i o n  and beoause some of the  paragraphe contained 
~t w a s  
words t h a t  would be unfamil iar  t o  some f o u r t h  grade boys and 
girl& 
The t o t a l  t e s t  ecore was an I n O i c a t i m  of the l e v e l  
a t  which t h e  c h i l d  performed i n  t h e  areas of reading  compre- 
hension and vooabulary. 
Table I V  shone the p e r c ~ n t l l e  ecores obtalned by f i f t y -  
s l x  c h i l d r e n  on t h e  9 y . & l - ~ l v ~  R e a d i u  Achievement Test. 
The h i ~ h e a t  ecor obt wee 8 3;  thc t mean 
- 
ecore f o r  the  fk f ty - s ix  chi ldren  use 22.03. 'l'hirty-one of 
t h e  ohi ldran #cored a t  t h e  20 th  Dercent i le  o r  below. 
m d i a t c ,  Form J , ~  was glrm i n  Februar::, 1859. These o h l l -  
dran  ware then i n  f l f t h  m ~ d e .  
The Battery oonsir ted of nine m b t e s t s .  Thret of these  
IT. L. 1 d other., Stsnfard )4ehleremeat Batter=, 
- a<<). Intemiarlinto, Farm J,  ( Younkcrs-on-Fur' ~ n n :  '43-12 k Jc. - - 
Llls, 
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subtegtp  o-peeed t he  reading ssc  t ion: paragraph meaning, 
nor6 meaning, and s t u  study e k i l l s  t e s t  sam- 
pled experiences i n  reaa lng  c h a r t s  and t a b l e s ,  map readings, 
use  of t h e  d lc t lonary ,  sources and index, The o t h e r  t e s t s  
were what t h e i r  names would Imp1 
The range of p e r c e n t i l e  B G ~ E B  ouc.ainea on cne r eea ing  
s e c t i o n  of t h e  Stanfozcd Achievement Bat te ry  was from 66 t o  1. 
The m a n  p e r c e n t i l e  score f o r  Dunlap w a s  16.91, Almost 70% 
of t h e  c h i l d r e n  achieved a t  the  20th p e r c e n t i l e  o r  below. 
T ~ b l e  V shows t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of scores  f o r  the  ch l ld -  
ren  i n  f i f t h  grade, 
11. IlUNLAP SCORES IN COMPARISON TO CITY SCOBES 
When t h e  mesn p a m e n t i l e  scores  obtained by the f i f t y -  
BIX a h i l d r e n  a t  Dunlep were tabulated i n  aomparison t o  t h e  
norms e r t a b l l s h e d  f o r  t h e  cat ty ,  t h e  Dunlsp scores  were aon- 
u l d a r s b l ~  lowar on the  p e r c e n t i l e  scale .  The average or mean 
m o r e  f o r  the a l t y  ues, by d e f i n i t i o n ,  constant  at f i f t y ,  
The mean for Dunlnp ohawed a a l i g h t  rise In second grade when 
only f o r t y  of the f i f ty-01% ohlldren were tes ted .  Prom second 
m ~ d s  throuph f i f t h  pmde the re  was a downward tma8 i n  t h e  
I C O Y b b .  
Table VI rhows t h e  rean p e m e n t i l e  saorae of the  f i f t y -  
s i x  D u n l ~ ~  ohi ldrcn  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  the  lean p e r c e n t i l e  ~ u o r e s  
f o r  t h e  c i t y  o f  Dee Molnea. 
TABLE I V  
P m C E N T I L E  SCORES OBTAINED BY FOURTH GRADE CHILDREN, 
DUNLAP CHILDREN ON DWRRELL-SUUIVMT ACHIEVEl%?!T 
TEST OCTOBER, 1957 DES MOINES C I T Y  PJORMS 
Percent i le  Score R a n g e  utlon 
TABLE V 
PERCENTILE READING ACHIEVEMENT SCORES BY DUNLAP FIPTI 
CHILDREN OF THE STANFORD AC~IL"VE!.%NT BATTRY, IN'_-- 
~ E D I A T E ,  F E a v A n v  - -*- O I N E S  C I T Y  NORFS 
Percentile Soore Range Prec Dlstributlon 
KEAN PERCENTILE RA -- -- READING READINES- .--f,DE 1) 
AND BEADING, SELECTED DUNLAP S( - -- 
COYPARED WITH DES MOINES CI': 
DES MOINES CITY MOB1 
2HOOL 
PY AVE 
YS 
CHILilI 
RAGES 
t h e  ( 
Peroentlle 1 Rank Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 1054-I 1957-58 1958-59 
MEAN PERCE'ITILE 
TENT, SELECT ;D DU'J] 
Fo:":?3 C 
; RANK 
- 
ACEIF!% 
:?OOL CHlLX. - ; \  L ' o r . Y m U  :rll'r3 3 5  
-- 
cs CITY Y C 3 E  
A C H I m E V T  AND 7 " 
When the Intal l lpencs CucClmt S60#6 or t h e  chl laren 
ware atudiad and t ~ b ~ l ~ t P d ,  thew d i d  not seem t o  be an 
abrrraolsblcr diffcrenoe I n  the pattern af score dlstributlan 
amana t h e  rru'lour I. Q. p a u p s .  
The 1. Q. reores thot were used for t h i n  s tudy wsrs 

It should be noted t h a t  or m e  seven c h i l d r e n  w l t h  ~ K I -  
determined 1. Qm sco res ,  only  fou r  took t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Tes t  
i n  second grade, 
.n t h e  
The t 
9up of 
While t h e r e  was a drrrcrcnce 1 score  B Obtarricu by 
t h e  t h r e e  1, Q. groups,  t h e  t r end  f o r  a l l  three groups was 
similar t o  t h e  t r e n d  f o r  t h e  t o t a l  group. ;no excep t ions  
were (1) t h e  h l e h  sco re  obtained by t h e  gr( ' undetermined 
I, Q. i n  B ~ C O U ~  pade,  when a group o f  fou r  c h i l d r e n  had 
s c o r e s  a u f f i c i e n t l y  high t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  mean score  up above 
t h e  l e v e l  o f  achievement f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  group recorded i n  
f i r s t  grade; and ( 2 )  t h e  score  received by t h e  small sample 
of Reven o h i l d r e n  i n  t h i M  made which w a n  higher  t han  t h e  
s c o r e  ob ta ined  i n  second 8 
The r o a n 8  obtained by the  c h i l d r e n  wi th  g b e l O w  average8 
I. Q,  r o a r e r  m a  c o n s l a t e n t l y  lower than t h e  are- p e r c e n t i l e  
iehed r c o r e  f o r  t h e  t a t a l  p o u p  b u t  t h e  p a t t e r n  t by t h i s  
p a u p  i r  rimllar t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  s e t  by t h e  " a v e r a p  a r  betterm 
CrrOUPm 
TWO of t h e  t h r e e  I. Q. p u p 8  ~eportd Tdble mI, 
rhowed a o o n o i s t a n t  downward t r e n d  In  their a v e r m  moro r .  
While no a t tempt  hnr been mnde t o  oompare t h e  I. Q. 
l e v e l  of t h e  Ihanlap oh l ld ren  i n  t h i s  s tudy,  wl th  that f o r  
t h e  e n t i r e  Der Moinea School population,  t h e  usual r e l a t i o n -  
a h l p  n f  low I. Q. t e a t  performmoe t o  low sacio-wonoalo 
maturn 1 0  well-known. The r c l ~ t i r e  in f luence  of i n t s l l i p e n o e  
? 
d 
and of So~lo*conomic and c u l t r .  -A . 'actors on school a c h i e ~ e -  
ment remains a n  unse t t l ed  quesl The concern of t h i s  
s tudy i s  wi th  t h e  ye - trend , l ap  ch i ld ren1  B 
achievement I n  r e a d h a ,  r a ~ n e r  than absolu te  
achievement a t a t u s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  Des Moines norms. 
ne Dun 
the i r  
I V .  HEALTH FACTORS IN READ1 
Aoaordlng t o  t h e  information a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  school ' s  
h e a l t h  reooril aa rde ,  for ty-eight  of the  f i f t y - s i x  ch i ld ren  
had some phys ica l  defea ts .  These de f e c t s  were brought t o  t he  
s c h o o l l s  a t t e n t i o n  by examinations by t h e  school physlaian,  
o r  b y  t h e  school nurse.  The parents  a l s o  supplied t h e  school 
wi th  information z 
The noted d e f e c t s  r ~ n g e d  from t e e t h  snd n u t r l l  
Lllnes 
d e f l a i e n o i c r  t o  a h ia torg  of sp ina l  menincitia. 
The y o u n p t e r  who had a h i s to ry  of spine Lngitia 
an w e l l  a t  6evere den ta l  problems had reading p e r c e n t i l e  
scoree o f  70, 80, 90, 83, and 66. She was a l s o  among t h e  
v o u p  with an undetermined I. Q. 
TRbla VIII shorn the reading scares  of t h e  ch i ld ren  
suffer in^ f'rom n u t r i t i o n a l  de f i a i enc les ,  and t he  ch i ld ren  
with severe d e n t a l  problems i n  comparison with the  aver- 
p e r u e n t l l a  aoame f o r  the  e n t i r e  Faup ,  
u t h o u ~ h  Mny of t h e  o h i l d r m  W e r e  t h w ~ h t  o  be 
muffer-n~ from d e n t a l  and n u t r i  t l 0na l  de f l a i enc les ,  t h e i r  
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TABLE VIII 
READING ACHIEVEMENT SCORES FOB THE CEILDREN WITE DElITAL AND 
NUTRITIONAL D Z F I C I D I C I E S  AS COT-PARED TO THE ITEAN 
READI>IG SCOBFS ACIiLEVED BY THE TOTAL GilOUP 
r a d e  1 Grade 2 Grade rade 4 
Total  Group 
56 children 26.11 28. SO 24.20 23-03 16.91 
Nutr l t  ional Cases 
5 children 30.63 40.00 35.00 33.00 24-17 
; ) e n t ~ l  Problems 
t e s t  ecores indicated tha i  sment pat te rn  
wss ruch the eame a8 the pattern set  by the  c h l l d r e n  who were 
CHAPTER IV 
S U m Y ~  CONCLUSIONS AND B E C O ~ ~ N D A T I O M S  
I. sum, 
The purpose of t h i s  s tudy was t o  determine whether o r  
n o t  f i f t y - s i x  s ixth-grade ch i ld ren  from ~ o c i o - e c m o m i o ~ l l y  
m d e r p r l v i l e d g e d  and Spanish-speaking homes have progressed 
i n  r e a d i n g ,  on t h e  average, a t  a rate c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  "normal" 
expa0 tatlm. 
The eubjwts In  t h i a  study were f i f t y - s i x  c h i l d r e n  i n  
Dunlap School, Das Molnes, Iowa, dur ing t h e  school Tear 1959- 
1960. 
The soclo-economic s t a t u s  of  t h e s e  ch i ld ren  was des- 
a r l b a d  I n  t e r u r  of t h e i r  homes. Factors  considered were (1) 
t h e  number of peonla l i v l n ~  i n  t h e  home, (2)  the  source of  
farnib fncoaa, (3) t h e  s t a b i l i t y  of t h e  hoal t h e  
phgr l o s l d e s c r l p t  ion of t h e  home. The l l n p l i s t l c  backqround 
wnu desoribed In  t a m 8  of  t h e  laneage s ~ o k e n  i n  t h e  home. 
Heal th  m a r d s  were studied both a s  a f a c t o r  i n  t h e  
raoio-eomoutlo baokpound of t h e  p u ~ i l s ,  and as a possible 
explanation of reading pat te rns .  
A l e a n  r e & i n ~  paraentile s O O m  i n  terms of De6 Wolne8 
01ty nOrm, wmm O Q ~ W ~ ~  for 00ch of t h e  f i v e  m ~ O e s s i v e  ~ d e  
lornlm tor r h l a h  soerrs were n r a i l a b l e  and they t abu la t ed  
in oompsriuon t o  tho mean percent118 8cores es tab l i sh td  for 
t h e  c i t y ,  
The I. Q. sca re8  of t h e  c h i l d r e n  were s tud ied  t o  d e t e r -  
mine whether t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  r e a d i n g  achievement was a l t e r e d  
by  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  l e v e l  of  t h e  ch i ldren .  
CONCLUSIONS 
From t h e  d a t a  gathered,  t h e  fol lowing conc lus ions  
were drawn. 
1. Dunlap School a h i l d r e n  r ep resen t ,  l a r g e l y ,  a low 
eoc lo-economic e o u p .  
2, The r e a d i n g  achievement of Dunlap Scheol c h i l d r e n  
was a t  a lower l e v e l  on t h e  p e r c e n t i l e  s c a l e  than  t h e  average 
achievement o f  c h i l d r e n  In t h e  c l t y  of Des Moines. 
3. The read ing  propress  of Dunlap School c h i l d r e n  was 
n o t  a t  an a v e r a e  o r  mnormslg r a t e .  I n  terms of  Des Foines 
c l t y  norms, I t  dropped fmm a mean p e r c e n t i l e  o f  26.11 i n  
f i r s t  v b d e  t o  anc of 16.91 i n  f i f t h  grade. 
4. With t h e  except ion of  t he  mean score  obtained t- 
second prade when t h e  wopul8tion w a s  p e a t 1  y reduced beaause 
of absanoer  d u r i n ~  t e s t i n n ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  i n  r ead ing  soores  
wee downward nt ~ a o h  rucoessive grnde l e v e l .  
5 .  There WRB a h l ~ h  p r c c n t r r p  o f  oh i ld ren  s u f f e r i n g  
*am phyr ioa l  d e f e c t s ,  b u t  t h e  bmsenae  of t h e m  d e f e a t s  d i d  
n o t  appa ren t ly  a l t e r  t h e  read in^ achievement mittern o f  those 
o h i l d r e n  from t h e  p a t t e r n  re t  b y  t h e  t o t a l  group, 
6. The I n t e l l i g e n c e  Quo t i en t  l e v e l  of t h e  c h i l a r e n  
d l d  n o t  a p p a r e n t l y  a l t e r  t h e  p a t t e r n  of  r e a d l n g  achievemen1 
7. Because of t h e  low l e v e l  of  achievement on 
s t anda rd i zed  tes t ,  and t h e  downward trend of  t h e  read 
- 
s c o r e s ,  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  should be given i n  t h e  r ead ing  
program. 
b o n g  t h e  op in ions  expressed by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
reviewed f o r  t h i s  s tudy,  t h e r e  seemed t o  be general agreement 
an t h e  f a l l m i n t ;  po in t s .  1 
1. There i s  8 need f o r  a r ead ing  r e a d i n e s s  program 
t o  bu i ld  exper iences  from which meaningful  relationship^ f o r  
reading o m  be made b~ t h e  c h i l d .  
2, Taaahers need to knew and understand t h e  beckground 
of t h e i r  r tudents .  
3. Eaah o h i l d  l o  unique;  that  is ,  each c h i l d  p rog res sa s  
at: h i e  own r p e d  and i n  h l r  own way, A t t en t i an  by the  t eache r  
t o  the i n d l r i d u a l  d i f f e r e n o a r  o f  c h i l d r e n  1s necessary,  
4, The r ead ing  r a t e r l a l r  suppl ied t o  t h e  c h f l d r e n  t o  
a i d  i n  t h e  martory o f  the r e a d i n g  s k i l l  should be a i d 8  f o r  
l e a r n i n g  and not r tandarde  i n  t he r se l r ao .  
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5 .  Chl ldren  need t o  meet wl th  some degree o f  success  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  stages of reading.  
The p a t t e r n  of read ing  p e r c e n t i l e  s co res  as shown i n  
Table  VIII, i n d i c a t e 6  t h a t  t h e  p re sen t  read ing  program may 
n o t  be c o r p l e t l y  meeting t h e  needs o f  Dunlap Sahool c h i l d -  
r en .  While it might n o t  be expected tb.t these c h i l d r e n  would 
meet t h e  s t anda rds  f o r  t h e  c i t y ,  i f  they were progress ing  a t  
a nnor~aln r a t e  o f  growth they would maintain the  same posi- 
t i o n  on t h e  p e r c e n t i l e  s c a l e  from first through f i f t h  grade. 
.Their  ecoree  should show a cons is tency  a t  t h e  beginning par- 
c e n t i l e  rank. 
I n  f irst  grde,  when t h e  c h i l d r e n  were measured by t h e  
Met ropol i tan  Read  lnp: Readiness Test1, t h e i r  s co res  i nd ica t ed  
that a n  e x t e n s i v e  readiness program was needed, For t hose  
o h i l d r e n  t o  a t ~ r t  form81 r e a d i n g  on a par w l t h  c h i l d r e n  f'rom 
o t h e r  areas of  the c i t y ,  they would f i r s t  need t o  bul Lld a 
bsakground f o r  r e &  ing. 
The time spent  I n  developing t h i s  program of r e a d l n e s ~  
I r  p o i n ~  t o  be v e n t e r  among these  groups wlth l l m i t e d  back- 
mounda than amm& c h i l d r e n  w i t h  mare advantageous backp~cnmds. 
As t h e  t e ~ c h e r  and s tudent  o r e e t e  a r e a d i n e s s  f o r  learnin&T, 
t h e  time devoted t o  t h e  enrichment p r o q m  Is deducted -om 
t h e  time t h a t  I n  ano the r  situation would be spont  on f o r m 1  
read in^;. 
These a h l l d r e n ,  then ,  s t ~ r t  t h e i r  forrnal r end ing  st 
a later d a t e  t h a n  o t h e r  c h i l d r e _ -  3 t  on -.-, ,resent raes- 
s u r i n g  d e v i c e s ,  t h e y  a r e  measured, no t  on how rmch tl 
p o r n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  on how much of t h e  formal re*, 
t h e y  have mastered. 
S i n c e  s o  much additional time must be spent  i n  a l l o l  
i n g  t h e m  c h i l d r e n  t o  bu i ld  meaningful r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and t o  
become mc#utomsd t o  t h e  materials t h a t  are provided,  they  
drop f u r t h e r  behind t h e  expected l e v e l  of achievement for a 
p a r t i c u l a r  grade l e v e l .  Even though the  c h i l d  may be grow- 
i n g ,  h i e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  WRE SO much lower t h a t  h i s  a c t u a l  r a t e  
of aocomplishaent 1s no t  r e f l e c t e d  by t h e  s tandardized t e s t s .  
I n  view of  t h e  opinions  expressed by t h e  var ious  au thore  
on t h e  need o f  recogniz ing  t h e  c h i l d  as unique,  and t h e  im- 
p o r t ~ n c e  of d e a l i n v  wlth  Ind iv idua l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  t h e  u- 
i n g  s u g p s t i o n a  a r e  a d e  as a boss ib l e  means of b e t t a  t- 
i n ~ :  t h e  needs of Dunlap School ch i ldren .  
1. !he l nco rpa ra t lon  o f  a system of m o u ~ ~ n g  wnlcn 
would r e p l a c e  prides one, two, and t h r e e  wl th  a primary block,  
and made6  f o u r ,  f l ve ,  and e i x  w l t h  a second o r  advanced 
blaok. Thlr  tybe of e f o u ~ i n q  would a l low f o r  t h e  t i a a  neces- 
unry t o  provide an e n l ~ r p d  r eed lness  o r  enr ichvent  p r o m m ,  
and worrld a l low f o r  t h e  v e r y i n r  t e m o s  of the  oh l ld rcn '  s 
g o w t h .  It would ~ l l o w  t h e  slower l e e r n e r  an o n w r t u n i t y  t o  
p o w  md develop nt  h l a  own .peed without  the  s t 1 ~  of f n l l -  
u r e ,  The time r p n t  In theee  l ~ r f f e r  b lanks  would v,wy. Same 
c h i l d r e n  would complete them i n  t h r e e  years ,  w h i l e  many 
o the ru  would spend four  years  cover ing  t h e  s k i l l s  necessg 
fo r  more a d v ~ n c e d  work. 
I n  such a grouping s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  c h i l d  would remain 
w i t h  t h e  same t e a c h e r  and approximately t h e  same Deer group 
th roughout  t h e  pe r id  of time necessary  t o  complete t h e  block. 
would e n s b l e  t h e  teacher  t o  b a t t e r  h o w  and understand 
t h e  b a c k p o u n d ,  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  and needs o f  h i s  s tudents .  H e  
would then  be able t o  provide a more meaningful enrichment 
program f o r  them. 
2. I n  o r d e r  t o  provide f o r  i nd iv idua l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  needs of  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and t o  he lp  provide the  rneanlnsful 
expe r i ences  necessary  f o r  a h i ~ h e r  deqree of success  i n  resd- 
l n ~ ,  t h e  6178 of t h e  c l a s s e s  should be keo t  a t  a minimum. 
3. When t h e  f o r u a l  r e ~ d i n g  propram 1s begun by these 
c h i l d r e n  trom t h e  lower emlo-economic erouns,  
should be nsde t o  use  a r ead ing  s e r i e s  more c l o s e l y  akln t o  
t h a t  whlah 1s fmlllar t o  them. S t o r i e s  and p i c t u r e s  t h ~ t  
would more c l o e e l y  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  own backgrounds would a i d  
in t h e  development of  an i n t e r e s t  In  r emding. 
4, It i s  f i r t h e r  sunms tcd  thst t h e  school  provide a 
~ e ~ e u r l n f f  dev ice  t h a t  would more a c c u r a t e l y  meaaura t h e  ex- 
pepienoes  and t h e  p o w t h  of  t hese  oh i ld ren  and n o t  commre 
them wi th  t h e  norms e s t ab l l ehed  f o r  t h e  c i t y  u n t i l  they  h ~ v ~  
oomnlatad e l c m o n t ~ r y  sohool. Or If a more *equ@nt testlnK 
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program i s  f e l t  necessary,  t h e  ch i ld ren  might be t e s t e d  when 
they begin achool, a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  p r imary  block, and again 
a t  t h e  end of t h e  advanced block, 
S ince  t h e  ch i ld ren  a t  Dunlsp School have no t  alned 
t h e i r  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  an t h e  p e r c e n t i l e  s c a l e ,  and t h e r e  has 
been a downward t rend i n  t h e i r  p e r c e n t i l e  ranking, it would 
seem t h a t  some change from the  present  program might be tried. 
I f  t h e  primary and advanced groupings were pu t  i n t o  
e f f e c t ,  and If t h e  teacher  and pupi l  spent  seve ra l  years  work- 
i n g  and l i v i n g  toge the r  i n  a group small enough t o  al low f o r  
ind i v i d u a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  the  c h i l d  might be b e t t e r  prepared 
emotional ly and mentally f o r  reading. There would be s u f f l -  
c i e n t  time t o  al low f o r  e u i t a b l e  experiences;  and w i t h  mater- 
ia ls  choeen with h i e  b a c k ~ o u n d  In mind, h i s  chance f o r  suc- 
c e s s  i n  ramding would be enhanced. 
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